Ioannis Sitaras 	1

[bookmark: _GoBack]Agenda WAPS Council Meeting September 12th, 2011 (Room C, Zodiac)
	1. Opening
	[image: WAPS logo]

	2. Minutes last meeting June 14th 2011
	

	3. WIAS Education Committee
	

	4. WIAS Board
	

	5. Wageningen PhD Council meeting
6. PNN
	

	7. Accie
	

	8. WAPS’ internet site
9. WIAS Science Day Committee
	

	10. Important dates
	

	11. Miscellaneous
	



Opening

Minutes last meeting June 14th 2011
Present: 	Harma Berends (Chair), Ioannis Sitaras (Secretary/WPC Representative), Inonge Reimert (Web Host), Sonja de Vries (PNN contact). 
Absent:	Mariëlle Bruijnis (EC), Elske de Haas (Accie), Myrthe Maurice-van Eijndhoven (Accie), Anne Wientjes (General Member).  

Ad 1. Opening
Harma welcomed everybody and opened the meeting.
Ad 2. Minutes last meeting
It was agreed to send the minutes within one week since our meetings take place.  
Detailed information from members regarding the various committees they are members of will be included with our agendas. 
A reminder for our BBQ on the 22nd of June, 2011 will be sent to WIAS members by Akis.
 
Ad 3. WIAS Education Committee
Next meeting will take place on the 23rd of June, 2011. An update will be provided by Mariëlle Bruijnis and Harma Berends. 
The council will need to put pressure for more in-depth courses.  
The amount of credits obtained in the TSP for supervising a BSc thesis, MSc major thesis and MSc minor thesis will be evaluated. The amount of credits needs to be balanced for the difference in level of the thesis. Credits for education do not account for the amount of work, but for the learning outcome. The EC therefore also will discuss what is an appropriate maximum amount of ECTS for guiding BSc and MSc (minor or major) students. Supervising one or a few students will result in the intended learning outcome. Supervising many students will not add to that learning outcome. The EC will also pay more attention to the amount of credits given for practicals and lectures.
The course “Introduction to R for Statistical Analysis” cannot be part of the TSP anymore. This is the case for all PhD students starting after 01-01-2012.
From October 17th to 21st 2011 a PhD course “Statistical Learning Methods for DNA-based Prediction of Complex Traits” will be given. More information is available on the WIAS website.
The WIAS Introduction Course was evaluated with an overall score of 3.7. This is lower than previous years. The committee will evaluate course contents with the course leader and discuss if and what type of improvements are needed. 
The WGS course “Ethics and Philosophy of Life Sciences” was overall rated at 3.9. This is satisfactory. Some suggestions were to reduce the evening program and to change one of the evening discussions. The course leader will be contacted to discuss this.
The results of the WIAS Supervision Survey were discussed within the EC. The EC advices to repeat the survey every 2 years, so that results can be monitored across time. Every single PhD student may have to answer the questionnaire 2 times in that case. Furthermore, the EC advices to communicate the results to all PhD students and staff members. Finally, it may be a good idea to develop a similar survey for supervisors. A first draft will be finalized before the next meeting of the EC.

Ad 4. WIAS Board meeting
· The results of the supervision survey will be discussed in the next meeting. Patricia will be asked to join. The frequency in which the survey will take place will also be discussed, as well as ideas on how to act on the results.  
Ad 5. Wageningen PhD Council
The pre-meeting took place on the 06th of June, 2011. The WPC meeting took place on the 22nd of June, 2011. 
A housing committee is being formed by Ph.D. students as a way to communicate with IDEALIS, the University and the City Hall regarding housing issues. The committee has currently only three members, so more are needed. It was also agreed that it is important for University administration and the housing committee to work closely together so as not to give mixed messages when talking about housing issues.  
Akis will send an e-mail to WIAS students to ask if anyone is interested in joining the housing committee that has been formed by Ph.D. students as a way to communicate with 
An attempt to calculate the number of Ph.D. students currently in University so as to identify housing needs is taking place. 
It was the general impression that organising a course on Ph.D. Thesis defence was a good idea. However, such a course should be organised by the individual graduate schools, in order to accommodate for  special needs of each school. Members were asked to come up with suggestions on what needs to be covered in the course and send them to WPC council for consideration. Akis is already preparing a document. 
The regulations regarding co-promoters have been approved. The comments of the WAPS council have been taken on board by the WPC. 
The regulations regarding the double promotions have been approved.
Regarding changing the funding of the Ph.D. students from a salary to a bursary system, the WPC council was briefed by William van Dijk (new PNN member in the WPC). Briefly, William informed us that in September a meeting with the State secretary will take place in which the disagreement of the students to this system will be expressed, as well as concerns of a future reduction in the number of Ph.D. students if such a system will come into effect It was agreed that help will be asked from the Rectors of Wageningen and other universities in the form of a letter supporting our opinions. Finally, PNN should ask the state secretary to clarify the reasons why the government wants to implement the bursary system and provide counter-arguments. 
It was discussed the since some graduate schools have more than one representative in the WPC, WIAS could do the same. Sonja has expressed interest, therefore, Akis will keep her posted regarding the next WPC meeting. 
Ad 6. PNN
Sonja was contacted by William van Dijk after a recommendation from Akis, in order to discuss further PNN representation in the WPC.
Answers on the ‘kamervragen’asked by Mrs Jadnanansing (Labour party (PvDA; Member of the Dutch house of reprentatives) have been formulated. PNN was not satisfied with the answers given by state secretary Zijlstra. There is no evidence provided (i.e. calculations) that confirm the suggestion that the bursary system will result in a cost reduction. In addition, PNN is not convinced of the fact that the bursary system will be as attractive for Dutch and international talents as the employee system. PNN would like to point this out to Mr Zijlstra.  
Ad 7. Accie
Possible activities after summer holidays include: 
Watching the Ph.D. comics movie or another film/documentary
Playing a board game. 
Ad 8. WAPS’ internet site
Nothing to report. 
Ad 9. WIAS Science Day 2012
In our next meeting, the WIAS Science Day committee, its responsibilities and possible dates for the WIAS Science Day will be discussed. 
Ad 10. Important dates
Next WAPS council meeting will take place on Monday, 12th of September, 16:00-17:00. 
Research Career Event on the 6 & 7th of October. Akis will send an e-mail to WIAS members to remind them. 
For a list of coming WIAS courses and seminars, please follow this link:
 http://www.wias.nl/courses/list_course.php

Ad 11. Miscellaneous
It was agreed for Akis to finalise the WAPS leaflet and send it to the members for comments. When it is finalised, it will be sent to Marianne Bruining and Patricia Huijbers. 
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